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'paula' & Work:  A Document on the
Machinic Enslavement in Academic
Capitalism 2023-24   Borough Road
Gallery  May 8 - 14 14:00-19:00 pm 
Here's the info on my upcoming exhibition and, in response to the challenges we are 
facing, I encourage you to read and consider signing the Open Letter in Solidarity with the 
School of Arts and Creative Industries at London South Bank University. Thank you!  

 'paula' & Work: 
A Document on the Machinic Enslavement in Academic Capitalism 2023-24

Inspired by the landmark exhibition Women & Work: A Document on the Division of Labour 
in Industry 1973-75 by Margaret Harrison, Kay Hunt, and Mary Kelly, this project extends 
these discussions into the realm of academic capitalism. It offers an exploration of identity 
and technology during a critical time for the arts and humanities in the UK.

In early 2024, following a semester after my sabbatical to work with Generative AI, the 
university closed the Photography programme at the School of Arts. This decision came 
amidst the threat of closure facing Arts and Humanities departments at universities across 
the UK. The artwork produced in this charged political climate addresses the trauma of 
precarity and the specific trauma around the loss of identity.

By adopting an auto-ethnographic approach, the project crafts academic portraits and 
texts that together weave a technobiography. This narrative emerges from a blend of 
algorithmic models, deep archival research, and elements of speculative fiction, providing 
a reflective narrative on academic capitalism and the personal stories entwined with it.

The exhibition, conceptualized as a publication-installation, unveils data amassed from 
computers and the internet related to 'paula,' offering an experimental perspective on 
algorithmic datafication. It ventures into autobiographic fiction, where the corporate 
strategy of a university is processed through machine learning to narrate 'paula's' life story 
in the first person.

Included in the installation:
The Death and Life of UK Universities and the Cultural Spaces They Consume
video work by Igea Troiani and Tonia Carless [ + ]

.

Artists' talk: AI Disruption: AI, Education, and Algorithms of Power

Date: Friday, May 10

10/05/2024, 11:56 'paula' & Work: A Document on the Machinic Enslavement in Academic Capitalism 2023-24 Borough Road Gallery May 8 - 14 14:00-19:0…

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7gpJbbqwsdqcfs9118f06ywzQGlIvcJuxl9wjOBN-dE9Fqg/viewform 1/5
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Women & Work: A Document on the Division of Labour in Industry 1973-75

1973–5, Margaret Harrison, Kay Hunt, Mary Kelly, Women in Revolt! Art and Activism in the UK 1970–1990, 

Tate Britain London 8 Nov 2023 - 7 Apr 2024

iphone documentation of the installation Women & Work: A Document on the Division of Labour in Industry 

1973-75, 1973–5, Margaret Harrison, Kay Hunt, Mary Kelly, during the visit with Heloise Bergman  to the 

exhibition Women in Revolt! Art and Activism in the UK 1970–1990, Tate Britain London 28 March 2024
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Academic work by Igea Troiani and Tonia Carless, deposited at the UCL online repository for REF (Research 

Excellence Framework) Troiani, I; Carless, T; (2021) The Death and Life of UK Universities and the Cultural 

Spaces They Consume. Architecture_MPS , 19 (1) , Article 2. 10.14324/111.444.amps.2021v19i1.002.. Green 

open access
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Email from Teodora about technobiographies, a  modest area of feminist research she is 

interested in reviving for the artist’s talk (May 10) and PhD.  

Reference paper: Helen Kennedy, Technobiography: Researching Lives, Online and  Offline,  

Biography, Vol. 26, No. 1, ONLINE LIVES (winter 2003), pp. 120-139 (20 pages) 
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1. Perception Machine  
(Demise of Photography?)
   Four Perspex screens, 178x100x43cm
   Five Perspex plinths, 120/100x30x30cm
   One darkroom enlarger, 65x45x45cm
   One electroscope, 38x37x57cm
   Darkroom equipment: trays, chemistry, 
film, 42x32x27cm
   One bouquet of flowers (gift from 
second-year Photography students), in a 
kettle with water, 54x50x36cm
   One microscope, 42x42x28cm
   186x202x101cm

2. AI-centric Curriculum
   Ninety machine learning-generated 
portraits and job titles
   Laser prints on Fabriano paper, 
colour, 29.7x21cm each, affixed with 
metal pins
   Ten ready-made blue pin boards
120x930x1cm

3. St George’s Quarter Development
   Ready-made architectural model
   Development of an academic building 
for Borough Road, part of St George’s  
Development Quarter, following the 
demolition of Brandon House (social 
housing, Keyworth Street) by Wilkinson 
Eyre Architects 
   Two children’s chairs from msdm 
House-Studio-Gallery
77x197x88cm

4. End of the World is AI
   Found newspaper, 30x18x1cm
   Displayed on a wood plinth, 
100x58x48cm

5. Academic Board (2010)
   Ready-made four ballot boxes for 
the election of the Academic Board, 
220x33x32.5cm

6. Individual Consultation Meeting 
(paula Lip Sync)
   AI-generated lip sync video, 8:21, 
colour, sound
   Wall projection, 133x146cm 
 

7. The Performance of Schooling
   Ten classroom chairs with lily pads 
(writing tablets)
   Documentation (see list of printed 
documents), metal clips, pencils
   67x520x82cm

8. The Death and Life of UK Universities 
and the Cultural Spaces They Consume
   By Igea Troiani and Tonia Carless
   Video, colour, 04:16
   Ready-made metal trolley, 121x46x43cm

9. Academic Capitalism
   Printed document (see list of printed 
documents)
   29.7x21x2cm
   Displayed on a Perspex plinth, 
125x30x30cm

10. The Photographic Possibility of 
Pedagogical Action
    Ready-made school lockers (School of 
Applied Sciences)
    Filled with photographic equipment 
and found photographs
    194x153x60cm

11. Reproduction (Symbolic Violence I: 
Family)
    Photograph of paula and mum by dad 
at the University of Lisbon campus
    26x20x1cm
    Accompanied by two flower bouquets 
(gifts from Julie and Hera's private 
view)
    169x50x35cm

12. REF Outputs and Students’ Work
    Office shelves displaying paula’s art 
and publishing practice REF portfolio 
for the Research Excellence Framework 
(year 2021, ongoing), and students’ 
photobooks published as coursework in 
the module Self-Publishing and the 
Photobook (2010-2024)
    170x211x44cm

13. Student Recruitment
    Ready-made, grey floor standing info 
board with sticker
    120x45x29cm
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paula’s sabbatical research with AI generated identification photography, selection of 

presentation slides for the Centre for the Study of the Networked Image CSNI seminar 

26th March 2024
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Status: This version of this Act contains provisions that are prospective.
Changes to legislation: Further and Higher Education Act 1992 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or
before 04 March 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made
appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Further and Higher Education Act 1992
1992 CHAPTER 13

An Act to make new provision about further and higher education. [6th March 1992]

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the
authority of the same, as follows:—

Extent Information
E1 This Act extends to England and Wales only with the exception of certain provisions see s. 94(5)-(7).

The amending provisions of this Act are co-extensive with the enactments so amended see s. 94(7)

Modifications etc. (not altering text)
C1 Act: for any reference to the Education Assets Board there is substituted (1.10.1998) a reference to the

Education Transfer Council by virtue of 1998 c. 31, s. 136; S.I. 1998/2212, art. 2(1), Sch. 1 Pt. I
C2 Act applied (1.6.2001) by S.I. 2001/1507, reg. 2, Sch. 2 para. 2
C3 Act modified (1.4.1993) by S.I. 1993/563, art.2, Sch. 1, Sch. 2.
C4 Act excluded (16.7.1998) by 1998 c. 30, ss. 26(11), 46(3) (with s. 42(8))
C5 Certain powers transferred as specified (1.7.1999) by S.I. 1999/672, art. 2, Sch.1.
C6 Act excluded (1.7.2004 for E., 31.3.2011 for W.) by Higher Education Act 2004 (c. 8), ss. 29(3), 52(1);

S.I. 2011/297, art. 4(a)
C7 Act applied (1.4.2005) by The Central Sussex College (Government) Regulations 2005 (S.I.

2005/397), Sch. 2 para. 2
C8 Act modified (7.4.2005) by Education Act 2005 (c. 18), s. 96(2)
C9 Education Acts modified (temp.) (1.4.2007) by Education and Inspections Act 2006 (c. 40), s. 188(3),

Sch. 6 para. 3(3); S.I. 2007/935, art. 5(bb)

The Further and Higher Education Act 1992 allowed thirty-five polytechnics to become 

universities (often referred to as the "new universities" or "post-1992 universities"). A goal 

of the act was to end the distinction – known as the "binary divide" – between colleges 

and universities.
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Status:  This is the original version (as it was originally enacted).

Higher Education Act 2004
2004 CHAPTER 8

An Act to make provision about research in the arts and humanities and about complaints
by students against institutions providing higher education; to make provision about fees
payable by students in higher education; to provide for the appointment of a Director of
Fair Access to Higher Education; to make provision about grants and loans to students in
higher or further education; to limit the jurisdiction of visitors of institutions providing
higher education; and for connected purposes. [1st July 2004]

BE IT ENACTED by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by
the authority of the same, as follows:—

PART 1

RESEARCH IN ARTS AND HUMANITIES

1 Arts and Humanities Research Council

In this Part “the Arts and Humanities Research Council” means a body to be
established by Royal Charter wholly or mainly for objects consisting of, or comprised
in, the following—

(a) carrying out, facilitating, encouraging and supporting—
(i) research in the arts and humanities, and

(ii) instruction in the arts and humanities,
(b) advancing and disseminating knowledge in, and promoting understanding of,

the arts and humanities,
(c) promoting awareness of the body’s activities, and
(d) providing advice on matters relating to the body’s activities.

The Higher Education Act 2004 introduced several changes to the higher education 

system in the United Kingdom, the most important and controversial being a major 

change to the funding of universities, and the operation of tuition fees.
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March 12th 2024 6 pm 

The new business proposal has finally been revealed, and we’ve 
been made redundant. As we exit the meeting, I spot portraits of 
university executives on the corridor walls and photograph them 
for the ongoing research on academic portraits. Is this a coping 
mechanism to deal with the anxiety of termination or an expedient 
way of conducting photo-ethnographic research on an academic 
executive office floor?
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April 4th 2024 

Utilised AI-based app to generate songs from notes for individual 
consultation meeting. 

The task involved utilizing technology creatively to translate 
meeting notes into musical compositions and visual representations 
to convey a voice that might suggest the meeting’s performativity. 

Generated songs and karaoke-style videos incorporating various 
genres and voices:
- Genres: pop, HipHop, Cafe, Piano Rock, Country, Children’s, Chant
- Voices: Natalie, Kevin, Katie

- Tracks:
  1. “As I prepare” (mp3, mp4 4:00
  2. “In my role” (mp3, mp4) 4:00
  3. “My research” (mp3, mp4) 3:19
     - Subtracks: [bass], [drums], [music], [vocals], [rebalanced]
  4. “My teaching methodology” (mp3, mp4) 2:11
  5. “What I believe” (mp3, mp4) 1:06
  6. “Within the university” (mp3, mp4) 3:48



‘paula’ & work  16

Published on the occasion of the exhibition  
’paula’ & Work: A Document on the Machinic Enslavement  

in Academic Capitalism 2023-24
Borough Road Gallery London UK
 May 8 - Tuesday, May 14 2024

Supported by the London South Bank University (LSBU) 
Research Sabbatical Scheme for the 2023-24  
academic year for an investigation into  

the colonial roots of the judicial portrait and  
current applications of artificial intelligence  

in governance and surveillance.
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